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Today, this Parliament, on behalf of the Australian people, takes vesporsibility and apologises for the
policies and pmctices that forced the sepamtion of mothers from their babies, which created a [L'/é[ong Zegacy
of pain and sufféving.

We ac/cnowledge the pmﬁ)unc[ effects of these policie.s and practices on fathers.

And we vecognise the huvt these actions caused to brothers and sisters, grandparents, partners and extended
/amily membevs.

We deplove the shameful practices that denied you, the mothers, your fundamental vights and vesponsibilities
to love and care for your childrven. You were not lega[ly or social[y ac/cnowledged as theiv mothers. And you
weve yourselves deprived of care and support.

To you, the mothers who were betmyea’ 6}/ a system that gave you no choice and sulgjected you to
manipu[ation, mistveatment and malpmctice, we apologise.

We say sovry to you, the mothers who were denied /cnowledge of your vights, which meant you could not
pz’owﬁd@ informed consent. You were given false assurances. You weve forced to endure the coercion and
bvutality of practices that were unethical, dishonest and in many cases L'[[ega[

We know you have suffered enduz‘éng effects from these practices forced upon you 1Jy others. For the loss, the
geief the disempowerment, the stigmatisation and the guilt, we say soury.

To each of you who were adopted or removed, who were led to believe your mother had vejected you and who
were denied the oppovtunity to grow up with your fami[y and community of origin and to connect with your
cultuve, we say sorry.

We apo[ogise to the sons and daughtez's who grew up not knowing how nuach you weve wanted and loved,

We ac/cnowledge that many of you still experience a constant stc’uggle with identity, uncertainty and loss, and
feel a pevsistent tension between loya[ty to one family and yearning for ancther.

To you, the fathers, who weve excluded from the lives of your children ancl deprived of the dignity of

vecognition on your children’s bivth vecovds, we say sorry. We acknowledqe your loss and gm'ef

We vecognise that the consequences of forced adoption practices continue to vesonate t/wough many, many
lives. To you, the siblings, grandparents, partners and other family menlers who have shaved in the pain and
suffering of your loved ones ov who were unable to shave their lives, we say socry.

Many ave still grieving. Some families will be lost to one another fovever. To these of you who face the
difficulties of veconnecting with famé[y and estab[is/u'ng ongoing velations/zips, we say sorty.

We offer this apology in the hope that it will assist your /Lealing and in ovder to shine a light on a dack
peviod of our nations history.

To those who have fought for the truth to be /Leac"d, we hear you now. e ac/cnowledge that many of you have
sufleved in silence for far too lonq

We are saddened that many others are no longev heve to shave this moment. paréiculac’, we remember
those aflected 6y these practices who took theiv own lives. Our Pz‘ofbund s_ynlpathies go to their families.

To redvess the shameful mistakes of the past, we are comumitted to ensueing that all those aflected get the he[p
they need, including access to specialist counselling sevvices and support, the ability to find the truth in freely
avatlable vecords and assistance in veconnecting with lost /amily.

We vesolve, as a nation, to do all in our power to make suve these practices are never repeated. I /acing future

challenges, we will remember the lessons of family sepavation. Our focus will be on protecting the fundamental
vights of children and on the importance of the child s vight to know and le caved for by his ov her parents.

With pmfozmd sadness and vemorse, we offer you all our unveserved apology.
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