National QAxpoLogy foe Fovced Adopttons

21 Maech 2013

Today, this Pavliament, on behalf of the Australian peop[@, takes vesponsibi[ity and apologises fov the
policies and practices that fovced the separvation of mothers trom theiv babies, which cveated a [L'félong [egacy
of pain and suffer’ing.

We ac/cnowledge the profound effects of these policies and pvactices on fathers.

And we vecognise the huvt these actions caused to brothers and sistevs, grandpavents, pavtnevs and extended
fami[y membevs.

We dep[oz’e the shametul practices that denied you, the mothervs, your fundamental c’ights and vesponsibilities
to love and cave for your childven. You weve not Zegally ov socia[[y ac/cnowledged as theiv mothers. And you
were youvse[ues deprived of carve and supporvt.

1o you, the mothers who weve betrayed by a system that gave you no choice and subjected you to

manipulation, mistveatment and malpr’actice, we apologise,

We say sovry to you, the mothers who weve denied knowlea’ge of your vights, which meant you could not
provide informed consent. You were given talse assurances. You were torced to endure the coercion and

bvuta[ity of practices that weve unethical, dishonest and in many cases L'llega[.

We know you have sutteved endlwing eftects from these practices forced upon you by othevs. Fov the loss, the
gvie{ the disempowerment, the stigmatisation and the gui[t, we say sorry.

To each of you who were adopted ov removed, who weve led to believe your mother had vejected you and who
weve denied the oppovtunity to grow up with your family and community of orvigin and to connect with your
cultuve, we say sovry.

We apologise to the sons and daug/@tevs who grew up not knowing how much you weve wanted and loved.

We acknowledge that many of you still expevience a constant struggle with identity, uncertainty and loss, and

teel a pevsistent tension between [oyalty to one fami[y and yeavm'ng for another.

To you, the fathers, who weve excluded from the lives of your children and deprived of the dignity of

vecognition on your childven's bivth vecovds, we say sorvy. We ac/mowledge your loss and gb’ief

We Uecognise that the consequences of forced adoption pvactices continue to resonate t}woug/@ many, many
lives. To you, the siblings, gt’andparents, partners and other fami[y members who have shaved in the pain and

SLLZ[,[QK’I:I"Lg O[yOLLE’ [O\Jed ones ov W/LO werve unaé[e to S/LCLK’@ t}lel:b’ ZL‘VQS; we say SOL”L")/.

Many ave still grieving. Some tamilies will be lost to one another torever. To those of you who face the
difficulties of veconnecting with family and estab[ishing ongoing r’elationships, we say sorry.

We offer this apo[ogy in the /Lope that it will assist your healing and in ovder to shine a [ight on a davk

peviod of our nation's /Listovy.

1o those who have foug/u‘ fov the truth to be heavd, we hear you now. We ac/cnowledge that many of you have
suffeved in silence fov tav too [ong.

We ave saddened that many othevs arve no longer' heve to shave this moment. In pavéiculat’, we vemember

those aftected by these pr’actices who took theiv own lives. Our pvofound sympathies go to theiv families.

1o vedvess the shameful mistakes of the past, we ave committed to ensuring that all those affected get the /Lelp
they need, including access to specialist counselling services and support, the ability to find the teuth in fr’ee[y

available vecords and assistance in veconnecting with lost fami[y.

We vesolve, as a nation, to do all in our power to make suve these practices ave never vepeated. In facing futuve
cha[[enges, we will vemember the lessons of fami[y separation. Our focus will be on protecting the fundamental
vights of childven and on the impovtance of the child’s vight to know and be cared for by his ov hev parents.

With pr’ofound sadness and vemovse, we offer you all our unveserved apology.

The Hon Julia Gillaed MP
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